Exploring the stereostructural requirements of peptide ligands for the melanocortin receptors.
The melanotropin peptides alpha-MSH, gamma-MSH, and beta-MSH are believed to be the natural ligands for the four melanocortin receptors, MC1R, MC3R, MC4R, and MC5R. However, these peptides generally have low selectivity for these receptors. We report on some approaches to the development of selective agonists and antagonists peptide ligands for these receptors.